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was purchased from the private company, and except for a
few private stations, which existed partly by subscription,
the Board had a monopoly over broadcasting. In 1936 the
Labour Government, consistent with its devotion to direct
ministerial control, abolished the Board, brought the enter-
prise immediately under Parliament and a minister of the
Crown, and made the broadcasting officials members of the
public service, recruited by the Public Service Commission.
No corporate organization, pleaded the Government, is
superior to Parliament in being able to reflect the views of
radio listeners.11 Yet departmental control of broadcasting
is obviously different from that of railways, since broad-
casting can be a powerful agency of propaganda, useful for
party ends. Although many in contemporary New Zealand
sense dangers in the present mode of administration, Labour
is confident that under ministerial control the conventions
of free discussion will be respected, and hitherto there is no
serious evidence that this benign confidence is misplaced.
Labour at any rate has zealously sought to make the radio a
stimulus to the discussion of public problems, and for this
purpose introduced the broadcasting of the principal parlia-
mentary debates, spurred in this matter by the fact that it
received less favourable attention in the daily press than did
its opponents. A significant feature of the broadcasting
system has been the three types of stations: those concerned
with fostering education and national culture, which accept
no advertising; those privately owned, but controlled and
partly subsidized by the government; and the commercial
stations, which are owned by the Crown and under the
ultimate direction of the minister, but which carry the only
advertising permitted on the air and compete for listeners
by the provision of popular entertainment. Broadcasting
taken as a whole has been no burden upon the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, and with due allowance for the smallness
of the community the quality of the service is high.
The system of direct ministerial control has also been
evident in the public ownership of electric generation and
"See remarks of  the postmaster-general  In  introducing  the  legislation,
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